Highlights 

Mother’s Voices Project

Project Overview

The Mother’s Voice Project saw the New Brunswick Child Care Coalition host seven (7) workshops with mothers in New Brunswick.  Workshops included a visioning exercise to determine what child care should look like in participants’ community. Participants then examined three distinct ways that government can fund child care to determine which one will best deliver child care in their community.  

What Mothers had to say

There were four common barriers to accessing child care programs that were raised in all seven workshops: 

1) Cost



2) Quality

3) Lack of spaces


4) Lack of infant spaces.

Beyond these four commonalities, the following were raised in two or more communities:

· Early Childhood Education & Care for children with additional support needs.

· Complicated and difficult to access services and programs

· Inaccessible (no spaces)

· Lack of French services in a minority setting

· Long waiting lists that are poorly managed, or not managed at all

· Lack of flexibility

· Hours of operation that does not meet family’s needs

· Part-time vs. full-time care

· Day care that does not respond to needs of seasonal workers

· Feeling uninformed and challenging to access information relating to services.

Project details

· Workshops were hosted in  seven communities: 

1) Dieppe 



2) Shédiac 


3) Moncton 


4) Fredericton 


5) Fredericton – YMCA

6) Campbellton

7) St. Andrews-by-the-Sea
· Workshop communities were chosen to provide various perspectives: 

1) Rural and urban 

2) Anglophone and francophone

3) New mothers


4) Lone mothers

5) New to Canada mothers

· A total of 80 mothers participated in the workshop phase of this initiative

Next steps

· Following this press conference, lunch and learn events are being hosted in collaboration with the Advisory Council on the Status of Women to share the project results

Riverview (English) - Coverdale Ctre - Tues 8 June, noon to 1:30pm.

Rothesay (English) - Bill MacGuire Ctre, 95 James Renforth Dr. – Thurs 10 June, noon to 1:30pm. In partnership with KV3C.

Bathurst (bilingual) - Nepisiguit Centennial Museum & Cultural Ctre, 360 Douglas Ave. - Monday 14 June, noon to 1:30pm.

Caraquet (French) - Centre plein air – Tues June 15, noon to 1:30 pm.

· The results of this project will form the basis for the New Brunswick Child Care Coalition’s demands during the 2010 provincial election. 

Overview of government funding models used in the project 

1) Fund the parent is a market-based approach where parents pay most of costs of child care. In this model, government may pay for the costs of child care on behalf of qualifying low-income parents. Programs are developed by private entrepreneurs and through local non-profit initiatives.

Examples: Universal Child Care Benefit, New Brunswick Daycare Assistance Program

2) Fund the program approach moves towards the planned development of child care programs. Government funds are directed towards individual child care providers. Child care funding is subdivided and allocated through a variety of programs with different focuses. Child Care providers are required to apply for funding under each program. 

Parents pay fees, the amount determined by how much public funding is invested. Unlike the “fund the parent” approach, public funds are directed to the program rather than being attached to individual parents. Private entrepreneurs and non-profit entities determine program creation.   

Examples: New Brunswick Quality Improvement Funding Support Program, the province que Quebec uses this funding model to provide its funding to child care providers.

3) Fund the system takes a “public good” approach to child care where government pays most of the program operating costs. There may be parent fees but they are usually low and geared-to-income or applied to specific age groups, or to parts of programs. In this approach, it is government that plays the major role in planning and establishing services. The key feature of this approach is that early learning and child care programs are delivered through a system with interconnected parts, not by separate programs or individual parents’ purchasing power.  

Examples: In New Brunswick, kindergarten is an early learning program that is delivered through this approach.
